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General Meeting November Program 


Friday November 15, 2013 1.4 Hi t £ th 
7:30pm S ory ° = 


Our Saviors Lutheran Church 


1035 Carol Lane Lafayette San Francisco 


License Testing at 6pm 


November Meeting Program 1 Radio Club 


Officers and Appointees 2 
Salvation Army Annual 
Food Donation Drive 
President’s QTC 

Mt. Diablo Beacon 


Bart Lee, K6VK, will present a 
multi-media program on 
America’s oldest amateur radio 
club, still going strong since it 
began in 1909. 


Veterans Day Salute 
Ham Radio Outlet 
Club Repeaters 


Club Calendar 


Club Holiday Party and Awards Banquet 
December 15, 2013 

5:00 PM Cocktails, 6:00 PM Dinner 

$45 Per Adult 

$23 per Child 10 years and under 


Zio Fraedo’s Restaurant 
611 Gregory Lane 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


For more info, contact Misa Siemons KJ6BUE 
at 925-945-8007 or misa@siemons.com. 


Lauren, WA6CIE, will be 
collecting frozen turkeys, 
canned food and cash 
donations at this month’s 
club meeting. Those who 
cannot attend the meeting 
may make donations Mon- 
day November 18 through 
Saturday November 23, 
9:30am to 4pm at 3950 
Clayton Road, Concord. 


Inquiries may be directed to: 


Lauri. Vint@usw.salvationarmy.org or 
925-675-6180, ext. 10. 
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Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club W6CX 
P.O. Box 23222 Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
(925) 288-1730 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio 
Club (MDARC). It is the policy of the editor to publish all material sub- 
mitted by the membership provided such material is in good taste, rele- 
vant to amateur radio and of interest to MDARC members, and provided 
space is available. 

President - Jim Siemons, AF6PU 

Vice President - David Schild, KK6CQX 

Secretary — Steve Rogge, K6XZ 

Treasurer - Bill Swindell KILED 


Technical Committee Chair 
Trevor Hall, WA6JAU_ wa6jau@sbcglobal-net 


Directors At Large 

Dale McIntire, AD6HD Ron Luttringer, K6XC 
Janice Fujii, KG6VTD Ray Gaschk, AG6SI 
Emergency Coordinator - Tom Kramer, WA6NYP 


PACIFICON 2013 

Chair: Jim Siemons, AF6PU 

Vice Chair: Trevor Hall, WA6JAU 
Registration Chair: Misa Siemons, KJ6BUE 
Treasurer: Mike Patterson, N6JGA 
Secretary: Pete Harris, KE6ZIW 

Web Page: David Witkowksi, W6DTW 


Membership Chair — Tom Deeble, KA6SIP 
mdarcmembership@mdarc.org 


Website - Marvin Miller, WA6GBW 

Repeater Trustee - Jay Caldis, KT6Y 
Education & Training Chair - John Primus, AF6RJ 
Youth Education - Steve Rogge, K6XZ 

License Testing - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 
Public Service - Pete Harris, KE6ZTW 

Field Day Chairs - Lauren Styles, WA6CIE and 
Elizabeth Styles, KG6HLV 

Refreshments: Elizabeth Styles KG6HLV 
Holiday Dinner: Misa Siemons KJ6BUE 
Annual Picnic - Lauren Styles, WA6CIE 


The Carrier Newsletter 

Editor, Matthew G. Vurek, N4DLA 
n4dla_cs245@yahoo.com 

Copy Editor - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 


Amateur Television Help and Information: 
John Schuler, W6DTV JOHNQRZ@aol.com 


ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE 
CLUB YAHOO GROUP. DOWNLOAD FILES, 
INCLUDING THE CARRIER IN FULL COLOR AS 
WELL AS SHARE INFORMATION WITH THE 
MEMBERSHIP AT: 


http://groups.yahoo.com/ 


PRESIDENT’S QTC 


The Club is trundling along in what I believe to a very posi- 
tive direction. “Trundling along” may not be the best word 
choice, because it connotes a rather uneven forward motion, 
but we are most decidedly moving forward with purpose 
and conviction! We have just come off of another Pacificon 
that I will conservatively describe as being fantastic! Once 
again, we had an amazing array of forums of all manner and 
type. I have to thank Paul Howes WA6GYY, our Antenna 
Forum Chair, George Tickner W6GTT, our Forums Chair, 
and David Witkowski W6DTW, our Webmaster. There 
were many people that were involved in various forums, but 
they all had to filter through these three fine gentlemen who 
absolutely made the tubes glow and the transformers hum! 


Every year is a big year for Pacificon, because of all the lo- 
gistics that are involved. There is an incredible number of moving parts that make Pacificon tick. Misa 
Siemons KJ6BUE in registration really worked tirelessly for months before the event, and seldom got a 
wink of sleep during the event. Mike Patterson N6JGA was our Treasurer again - but he does so much 
more! Joel Nadler NN6J as the Vendor and Non-Profit Coordinator had to work tirelessly to keep all 
the vendors happy before, during and after the event. Janice Fujii KG6VTD organized, and worked 
countless hours as Security Chair. She had the largest staff in which to supervise during the event. Pete 
Harris KE6ZIW is our Pacificon Secretary, but also took on the roles of designer, assistant to the web- 
master, coordinator of the One Day Class, and Pacificon Photographer. Pete kept me honest and going 
before and during the entire event. Trevor Hall WA6JAU is our Vice-Chair, Frequency Coordinator, 
AV man and general bon vivant. Mitchell Boyce W8DOD chaired the Swap Meet, handled much of the 
AV work, and supported me and the event in really profound ways. Lauren Styles WA6CIE and Liz 
Styles KG6HLV worked insanely before and during the event. They chaired the raffle, chaired Wouff 
Hong, help support the Hospitality Suite, and much more. Lauren and Liz are simply beloved Club 
members! Ruth KE6VOO and Larry Miller once again ran the Hospitality Suite and really (as always) 
hit it out of the park. The feedback from our staff and vendors was just so incredibly complimentary 
about the food and services that were afforded us by the Millers! Larry Loomer KI6LNB is our VE Li- 
aison for the Club, and extends those duties to Pacificon. It is really a huge task to staff all the license 
testing sessions that we have on Saturday and Sunday, but Larry does it with aplomb. Charles Henry 
KG6PHZ chaired the Talk-In station. He smartly utilized some local talent from the South Bay to help 
in his efforts. Talk-In was superlative this year! Jay Caldis KT6Y handled our staff uniforms, License 
Testing, security, and QSL cards from W6P Special Events Station. Dick Brown KT6X handled staff 
information cards, frequency coordination, and helped in License Testing. I want to thank the fine team 
from PAARA for operating W6P for the entire event. They did a fantastic job, and are just incredibly 
terrific people with which to work. Steve Rogge K6XZ, Will Dickson WB6YGJ, and Jamie Winning 
each worked incredibly hard to bring us an incredible youth area. I can only imagine what they’ ll do 
next year?! Will WB6YGJ also did extra duty as our Volunteer Coordinator, and helped to find staff 
members for all areas of the event. 


(continued on page 4) 
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The truth be known, this is just a part of all the responsibilities and disciplines that are needed during Pacificon 
in order to operate. Each committee then had a staff of two to twenty people - bringing our total staff numbers 
to well over 100 strong. If I missed listing you, please do not get too upset. Your efforts will not be forgotten! 
It took the efforts of so many to pull off this event. Thank you all! 


Back hear in Contra Costa County, John Primus AF6RJ and his team of merry trainers once again completed 
another Technician course just before Pacificon. John’s team is now responsible for training and help hundreds 
of folks pass their ham ticket, or upgrade their ticket to General or Amateur Extra class. MDARC does many 
things that give me great pride, but probably nothing satisfies my soul more than the fine work of our Education 
and Training Committee led by John Primus AF6RJ! 


In other news, our newly re-installed APRS digipeater on the North Peak of Mount Diablo has gone on the fritz. 
It is off the air, and actually, is off the mountain. It is on the work bench of our very own Technical Committee 
Chair, Trevor Hall WA6JAU. Because of the configuration of hardware, it is mildly challenging to test the gear, 
but I am told that headway is being made, and we should have a system that will soon return to the hill and help 
us all travel and communicate a little bit more safely. 


Apparently, things break in threes.... However, we have only two things down at the moment. Our ATV re- 
peater went down about a week ago, and an intrepid group of ATV enthusiasts and operators traversed the fire 
ravaged flanks of Diablo to see what the problem may be. As it turns out, it was a loose power cable. That be- 
ing said, they noticed some performance issues with the gear, and new hardware is being considered to enhance 
future operations. 


The November meeting of MDARC is a critical meeting. It is our annual election meeting, and several board 
positions and all Officer positions are open for election. A “blue ribbon” panel was created, per our bylaws, 
known as the Nomination Committee, and tasked with finding candidates for all elected positions. A valid and 
viable candidate was found for each position - except for that of Secretary! We absolutely need a Club Secre- 
tary. If the feeling moves you at all to help out YOUR Club, please consider joining us on the board of directors 
and becoming and officer. I don’t know how the rest of the world feels, but I personally encourage anyone that 
would like to run for office to do so. I believe that it is in the best interest of the Club and provides a certain 
amount of health, vitality and can inject viable new ideas into the Club. Please attend this Friday evening. 
Please run for office if you can contribute. And, please vote! 


We have a wonderful speaker this Friday! Bart Lee K6VK is a personal hero of mine. He is a brilliant man, an 
a veritable raconteur. Whatever he is selling, I am buying. Bart has presented in front of our club and Pacificon, 
as well as many other clubs, and is in high demand for such. He does absolutely wonderful presentations, front 
the interesting to the mind blowing. Please join us this Friday evening for a very special presentation by Bart 
Lee! 


Lastly, I wish to remind you to sign up for our annual Christmas Party and 
Awards Banquet. We will have our Banquet on Sunday, December 15 at 
5:00 PM for social hour, 6:00 PM for dinner and awards. We will be at Zio 
Fraedo’s in Pleasant Hill. Tickets are $45 (half price for children 10 and 
under). For more info contact Misa Siemons KJ6BUE at 925-945-8007 or 
misa@siemons.com. 


Thank you all for your support during the year! let’s keep the momentum 
going. 


Jim Siemons, AF6PU 
President 
Chair, PACIFICON 2013 Page 4 


KM6QX Honored by East Bay Leadership Council 
By Janice Fujii, KG6VTD 


On November 7, 2013, John Stuart, KM6QX, was honored at the East Bay Leader- 
ship Council’s Third Annual Philanthropy Breakfast Awards. John was an integral 
part of the Mt. Diablo Beacon Restoration Project, a public-private partnership in- 
volving Save Mt. Diablo and other business and community organizations. Their 
goal was to restore the beacon at the summit of Mt. Diablo, commonly known as the 
“Eye of Diablo,” which is one of the last remaining beacons from the transcontinen- 
tal “chain of lights.” Originally installed on the mountain in 1928, the beacon stayed 
lit until December 8, 1941, when it went dark after the attack on Pearl Harbor. Since 
1964, the beacon has been lit only on December 7 in tribute to Pearl Harbor survi- 
vors and their fallen comrades, but when lit in 2009, the light refused to turn. 


Along with other volunteers, John Stuart compiled extensive research on the beacon, 
and during the restoration, John was responsible for the electrical work which now 
enables the beacon to rotate. In true ham fashion, John reached out to his fellow 
hams for help after the beacon was reinstalled on South Peak, asking for spotters to 
report from various sites around the Bay Area and Northern California during a trial 
run of the beacon. Although fog on the mountain top threatened the trial, the beacon 
was lit, rotated, and spotted by many. Come December 7", the tradition of the 
lighted beacon will continue, and thanks to John’s efforts, the beacon will rotate as 
designed. Thank you, John, for all your hard work, and congratulations on your 
award! 


. ¥, ae 
East Bay Leadership Council President Tom Terrill Restored beacon in place on Mount Diablo. 
with John Stuart, KM6QX. Page (Photo by Susan Tripp Pollard/Bay Area News Group) 


Ham Radio Helps in Testing of Newly Restored Mt. Diablo Beacon 
By Pete Harris, KE6ZIW 


“WOW -— that was exciting”, was the feeling shared by a group of radio hams at the end of last 
Wednesday evening, October 30, 2013. The group participated in a "Beacon Beam Test" of the newly 
restored, historical, 36” rotating 10 million candlepower beacon light on top of Mt. Diablo (see web 
links below for more description and on-line photos of the Mt. Diablo Beacon Restoration Project). 
The test took place between about 7:30pm and 10pm. The goal was to help the volunteer Beacon Pro- 
ject team determine what the best alignments and configurations are for the light. 


The group of field hams, that I was part of, was spread out over various locations and elevations 
throughout the East Bay (and as far as Bodega Bay and Redwood City). We provided live radio re- 
ports on brightness and quality of light back to the net control ham on top of Mt. Diablo, who was in 
contact with John Stuart, KM6QX, who was on the roof of the Summit Building where the beacon is 
located. We also reported our GPS coordinates for exact location. John, who is a retired PG&E engi- 
neer, was making various adjustments during the evening to the beacon’s beam-width and down-tilt 
angle. John has been volunteering with the Save Mount Diablo project for almost a year. He designed 
a new mounting stand for the beacon’s 1500 W halogen lamp, and new control panels for the beacon 
lamp, drive motor, and flashing red obstruction light mounted above the beacon. 


Most of the 11 field hams went to two different locations and reported back by radio on the relative 
changes in light for each of the adjustments. And there were some pretty dramatic changes — both to 
the more steady but dimmer light that comes around once during every 10 second rotation of the bea- 
con and lasts about 2 seconds, and to the bright flash of light in the middle of the sequence when the 
reflecting concave back-mirror is aimed directly at the observer’s location. We could all hear each 
other’s reports and it was fascinating how different the observations were from different angles, eleva- 
tions and distances. Some who were further away couldn’t see the more steady dimmer light which 
comes directly from the bulb, but could see the sudden bright flash of the reflecting back-mirror; 
while others (too close and below the mirror’s beam) could only see the dimmer light but no bright 
flash in the middle. 


Our radio reports were being recorded so they could be further analyzed later. 


Here are some web links to recent newspaper articles and to the Save Mt. Diablo Beacon webpage, 
explaining what the Mt. Diablo Beacon Project is all about 


http://www.mercurynews.com/breaking-news/ci_24364515/mount-diablo-beacon-is-back-top-after- 
volunteer 


http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/Mt-Diablo-beacon-restored-for-Pearl-Harbor-4917919.php 


http://www.savemountdiablo.org/activities_events_beacon.html 
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October 11, 12, 1: 12, 13 I Marriott arriott Santa Clara Clara 


AMATEUR RADIO CONVENTION 
SS - - 


Saturday morning outside in the flea market. Elecraft row inside the exhibit hall. 


A Gonset G-28 10 meter AM 
transceiver on display at the 
California Historical Radio Society 
booth. 


All photos by N4DLA 
October 12, 2013 


WA6CIE prepares to draw the WB6IQN holds his 1963 s Knight C-100 walkie talice 
next winning ticket. which helped launch his life-long career as an engineer. 


NOVEMBER 11, 2013 


HONORING ALL WHOSERVED 


Thanks to our Uniformed Services Veterans for 
Serving and Protecting the United States of America 
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ANAHEIM, CA 
{Near Disneyland) 

933 N. Euclid St, 92801 
(714) 533-7373 

(800) 854-6046 
Janet, KL7MF, Mgr. 
anaheim@hamradio.com 


BURBANK, CA 

1525 W. Magnolia Bl., 91506 
(818) 842-1786 

(877) 892-1748 

Eric, K6EJC, Mgr. 

Magnolia between 

S. Victory & Buena Vista 
burbank@hamradio.com 


OAKLAND, CA 

2210 Livingston St., 94606 
(510) 534-5757 

(877) 892-1745 

Nick, AK6 DX, Mgr. 

|-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 
oakland@hamradio.com 


SAN DIEGO, CA 

5375 Kearny Villa Rd., 92123 
(858) 560-4900 

(877) 520-9623 

Jerry, NSMCJ, Mgr. 

Hwy, 163 & Claremont Mesa 
sandiego@hamradio.com 


SUNNYVALE, CA 
510 Lawrence Exp. #102 
94085 

(408) 736-9496 

(877) 892-1749 

Jon, K6WY, Mgr. 

So. from Hwy. 101 
sunnyvale@hamradio.com 


NEW CASTLE, DE 
{Near Philadelphia) 

ae) N. Dupont Hwy., 19720 

ase 322-7092 

(80 ) 644-4476 

Ken, N2OHD, Mgr. 

RT13 1/4 mi., So, |-295 
delaware@hamradio.com 


PORTLAND, OR 


ue S.W. Pacific Hwy. 


aS 3 598-0555 

(800) 765-4267 
Leon, W7AD, Mgr. 
Tigard-S9W exit 

from Hwy. 5 & 217 
portland@hamradio.com 


DENVER, CO 

8400 E. iif Ave. #9, 80231 
(803) 745-7373 

(800) 444-9476 

John WIG, Mgr. 
denver@hamradio.com 


PHOENIX 

10613 N. nd ial 85029 
eat 242-3515 

(800) 559-7388 

Gary, N7GJ, Mgr. 

Corner of 43rd Ave. & Peoria 
phoenix@hamradio.com 


ATLANTA, GA 

6071 Buford “Hwy, 30340 
{770) 263-0700 

(800) 444-7927 

Mark, KJ4V0, Mgr. 
Doraville, 1 mi, no. of |-285 
atlanta@hamradio.com 


WOODBRIDGE, VA 
{Near Washington D.C.) 
14803 Build America Dr. 
22191 
{703) 643-1063 
oe 444-4799 

teve, WASHG, Mgr. 
Exit 161, |-95, So, to US 4 
virginia@hamradio. com 


SALEM, NH 

{Near Boston) 

224 N, Broadway, 03079 
{603) 898-3750 

(800) 444-0047 
Dave, NTEDU, Mgr, 

Exit 1, 1-93; 

28 mi. No, of Boston 
salem@hamradio.com 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


TS-2000 devHrUHFTCVR 


* 100W HF, 6M, 2M * SOW 70CM + 10W 1.2GHz w/ 
opt UT-20 module « Built-in TNC, DX packet cluster 
¢ |F Stage DSP « Backlit front key panel 


T™M- os1A 2 Mtr Mobile 


«65 Watt * 200 Memories * CTCSS/DCS « Mil-Std 
specs * Hi-quality audio 


TS-590S HF + 6M Transceiver 


© 100W HF + 6M * 500 Hz & 2.7 KHz roofing filter 
¢ Built-in auto tuner * Best dynamic range in class 
* 32 bit DSP 


TH-FGA 21/220/440 


« Dual channel receive * .1 - 1300 MHz 
(cell blocked) RX « FM, AM, SSB + 5W 
2/220/440 TX, FM * 435 Memories 

¢ Li-lon Battery 


TM-V71A 21/440 dual Band 


* High RF output (50W) + Multiple Scan «Dual receive 
on same band (¥xV, UxU) ¢ Echolink® memory {auto 
dialer) « Echolink® Sysop mode for node terminal ops 


Come visil'us P 
online|via a customer 


the Internet at 
itipy//aww hamradio.com 


O 
ICOM 


All Mode 


IC- 7000 Transceiver 


© 160-1 OM/6M/2M/70CM 
« 2x DSP « Digital IF filters | 
¢ Digital voice recorder 
¢2.5” color TFT display 


VHF/UHF Dual Band 
ID-51A Transceiver 


« 5/2.5/1.0/0.5/0.1W Output * RX: 0.52— 
1.71, 88-174, 380-479 MHz** * AM/ 
FIM/FM-NAWFM/DY * 1304 Alphanumeric 
Memory Chls ¢ Integrated GPS* D-STAR 
Repeater Directory * |PX7 Submersible 


IC-7600 All Mode Transceiver 


© 100W HF/6m Transceiver, gen cov. receiver * Dual 
DSP 32 bit * Three roofing filters- 3, 6, 15khz « 5.8 in 
WQVGA TFT display * Hi-res real time spectrum scope 


IG-V8000 2M Mobile Transceiver 


+ 75 watts « Dynamic Memory Scan (DMS) 
+ CTCSS/DCS encode/decode w/tone scan * Weather 
alert * Weather channel scan* 200 alphanumeric 
memories 


Analog + Digital 
Dual Bander (7g 


ID-880H p-star 


¢D-STAR DV mode operation « DR (D-STAR repeator) 
mode ¢ Free software download «GPS A mode for easy 
D-PRS operation * One touch reply button (DV mode) 
¢ Wideband receiver |D-STAR rnd 


M Gervice 


YAESU 


The radia 


FTDX-3000 +00w HF + 6M Transceiver 


* 100 Watt HF/6 Meters * Large and wide color LCD 
display * High Speed Spectrum Scope built-in * 32 bit 
high speed DSP /Down Conversion 1st IF 


FT-7900R 21/440 Mobile 


« 5OW 2M, 45W on 440MHz * Weather Alert* 1000+ 
Memories * WIRES capability « Wideband receiver 
(cell blocked) 


FT-60R 2iwaao sw HT 


aE 
¢ Wide receiver coverage « AM air band 
receive * 1000 memory channels w/al- 
pha labels * Huge LCD display * Rugged 
die-cast, water resistant case « NOAA 
severe weather alert with alert scan 


FT-450D 100W HF + 6M Transceiver 


* 100W HF/6M Auto tuner built-in « DSP built-in 
*500 memories ¢ DNR, IF Notch, IF Shift 


FT-8570D uta compact HFVHF/UHF 


* 100w HF/6M, 50W 2M, 20W UHF « DSP included 
¢ 32 color display * 200 mems Detachable front 
panel (YSK-857 required) 


COAST T0 COAST 


UPS - Most Items Over $100 


Rapld Dellverles From 
The Store Nearest to You! 
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W6CX Nets 
Monday 7:00 pm Washington High School Net 147.060+ 


Monday 8:00 pm SATERN Net — 147.060+ 
Thursday 7:30 pm MDARC Club Net 147.060+ 


Thursday 8:00 pm General ATV Net = 1241.250+ 
Tuesday 7:30 pm Fat City 10 meter USB/CW Net 28.420 MHz 


FM 147.060 MHz +/PL 100Hz - EchoLink: W6CX-R /133896, IRLP: 3057 
224.780 MHz-/PL77Hz 441.325 MHz+/ PL 100Hz 


D-STAR 145.000 offset plus 2.5 MHz 
https://stn3057.ip.irlp.net/status.html 


ATV Input: 1289.25 MHz AM/FM. Output 1241.25 MHz AM 


ATV Internet Stream: http://www.wo6cxatv.net/live 


Contra Costa County Emergency Communications Nets 
Every Thursday 
http://www.coco-races.org/meetings/nets/ 


6:35 pm HF Countywide 3.893 MHz LSB 
6:45 pm West County 145.110-- (82.5 PL) 
7:00 pm Central County 145.680 Simplex 
7:00 pm East County 146.535 Simplex 
7:00 pm South County 146.355+ (77.0 PL) 
7:20 pm Countywide 145.490-- (107.3 PL) 


Concord Auxiliary Radio Emergency Service (CARES) 
Wednesday 8:00pm 147.405 Simplex 


November and December 2013 Club Calendar 


Friday November 15, 2013 7:30pm MDARC General Meeting, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


Saturday December 7, 2013 9:00am MDARC Technical Committee 
Environmental Center, 2581 Harbor Street, Pittsburg 


Monday December 9, 2013 7:00 pn MDARC Board Meeting 


Black Bear Restaurant, 700 Bancroft Avenue, Walnut Creek 


Sunday December 15, 2013 5:00pm MDARC Annual Holiday and Awards Banquet 
Zio Fraedo’s Restaurant 


611 Gregory Lane 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


